
 

 

Teacher Miss Ortega E-mail yani.ortega@thomsponschools.org 

 

 

Together, we will explore the ancient world, from ancient China to medieval Europe. Focusing on the 

eastern hemisphere, we will gain skills to become better social scientists.  We will deepen our 

understanding of ourselves and our modern world by looking at the themes of social studies: change 

and conflict impact past, present, and future; resources influence our decisions; who am I, who are 

we; and we are globally interdependent.  

Expectations: 

Our classroom expectations for each kind of activity we do is laid out on our ACHIEVE posters on the 

windows.  Follow those guidelines, and you WILL SUCCEED! Our four main activities in class are: warm-

ups, group work, individual work, and teacher-guided/class discussions. 

Using Attending Skills shows respect for your teacher and classmates: 

1. Be “in the moment”- Actively engage in learning; give 100%. 

2. Appropriate body language- Show respect with your posture. 

3. Appropriate eye contact- Eye-to-eye contact- this is a sign of respect. 

4. Appropriate feedback- Smile! Nod to show understanding. THINK before you speak. 

5. Ask questions to clarify- If you don’t understand something, raise your hand and ASK! You’re 

probably helping other students out who are wondering the same thing. 

Scoring: 

We will be using standards-based scoring.  The purpose is to encourage deeper levels of 

understanding of our social studies standards.  Focus on learning, not percentages! 
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SCORE STANDARD (History/Geo/Econ/Civics) FOR THIS TASK… 

4- Exemplary 

understanding of 

standard 

This column will tell you what it means 

to get a 4, 3, 2, or 1 using the 

language of the academic standard. 

You should read this so you know 

what skills you’re teacher is looking for. 

This column tells you what the standard 

means for THIS ASSIGNMENT. Look here 

for requirements and keys to success! 
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…But you probably care more about 

the next column, to be honest.  

You know who reads rubrics carefully… 

Winners.  

 

What Is Scored? 

In-class assignments will be scored and will have a rubric like the one above.  Work habits will be 

scored each week as well based on collaboration, communication, problem-solving, and self-

agency. 

Make-up, Redo, and Missing Work: 

It is your responsibility to contact me if you are absent. For each day you are absent, you will have 

one day to turn in a make-up assignment.  

If you want to redo an assignment for a re-score, staple an “oops” pass to it before turning it in.   

If you have a missing or late assignment, you can also turn it in with an “oops” pass for no penalty to 

scores, even work habits.  

 

 


